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The policies used in an intelligent economy
James J.Y. Hsu FFiE ¢k

In most highly developed economies, the knowledge economy constitutes a significant
share of human activity.

Knowledge policies may refer to decisionmaking about public affairs that is based on
knowledge, and not ideology, religion or personal belief.

Some knowledge can be harmful. Former Chinese leader Mao Zedong’s (- /% &) methods
of weakening, impoverishing, fooling, exhausting and humiliating people were gleaned
from knowledge from The Book of Lord Shang (7 % % ) by the ancient Chinese statesman

and political reformer of the Legalist school Shang Yang (7 ¥#), considered the most evil
book in Chinese history, to apply stringent laws to control the people.

Chinese President Xi Jinping (¥ i7-T), who worships Mao, promotes state entities, but
suppresses private enterprises. Confucianism, by comparison, has always maintained the
needto “enrich the people to strengthen the nation.”

Knowledge policies may provide institutional foundations of resource management for
global competitiveness with cultural values such as equity, unity and the well-being of
citizens to adapt to social and technological evolution, and set up the paradigms to guide
institutions. We must assess the effects of applying knowledge. The intelligence of making
such decisions may define success or failure.

China, for example, achieved an economical miracle by targeting annual GDP growth rates,
only to accrue a burdensome national debt.

A free society with open access to cyberspace may enable people to obtain relevant
information and specialist knowledge. However, to intelligently opt for the right solution to
the specific issue often remains a challenge. A police state, as a rule, will seldom allow the
right knowledge to be shared, let alone informed solutions.

If the only tool you have is a hammer, you tend to see every problem as a nail. The key for
obtaining an intelligent solution is to look at the problem and choose the right tool for it,
not the other way around.
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We are witnessing the dawn of the intelligent economy and policies, despite the dark side
that artificial intelligence (Al) may bring. However, we can expect Al to do more good than
harm.

Nvidia chief executive officer Jensen Huang (% i= %) reportedly wants to build a

headquarters in Taiwan. As Taiwan has the best healthcare system in the world, according
to last year’s edition of CEOworld Magazine’s Health Care Index, it is only fitting for him to
pursue Al developments in medicine and healthcare.

An intelligent economy will feature smart services, convenient transportation,
environmentally friendly production, personal learning, individual medicine, robust
research, prompt rescue and security measures, and so forth, which would take human
civilization to a new level. The question is whether Al will enable intelligent policies to help
end global warming, poverty and homelessness, inequality, racial bias and, most
importantly, war, as humans seem incapable of doing that.

An Al judicial system could be a project worth trying. That would require hearing
arguments from the opposing parties, examination of evidence and going through the
world’s knowledge and legal precedents to come to a sensible verdict.

Given that IBM’s Deep Blue defeated the world chess champion in 1997, Al could most
likely offer a better resolution than the permanent members of the UN Security Council at
the least. Its impartiality hopefully will help seek a consensus through debate, and
persuade the masses and politicians alike.

When it comes to injustice, the world is better off having an Al system serving as an
advocate that offers intelligent policies.

James J.Y. Hsu is a retired professor of theoretical physics.
This article was originally published in Taipei Times Editorial:
https.//www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2024/08/04/2003821736
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On improving public transparency
James J.Y. Hsu FF1IE 4

The 2023 Democracy Index report, released early this year by the London-based Economist
Intelligence Unit, showed that Taiwan retained its top ranking in Asia and ranked 10th
globally. Receiving an overall score of 8.92 out of 10, Taiwan is the beacon of democracy in
Asia, ahead of Japan, 16th; South Korea, 22nd; Malaysia, 40th; and China, 148th.

On the other hand, in Transparency International’s 2023 Corruption Perceptions Index —
the leading global indicator of public sector corruption, which measures government
transparency — Taiwan scored 67 and ranked 28 out of 180 countries.

There appears to be a significant disparity between Taiwanese democracy and
transparency. It indicates that the rule of law is not as deeply rooted in its society and
culture in comparison with democracy and freedom, and public sector corruption has
room for improvement.

As this dampens people’s trust in political parties and the judiciary, this might well have
been the reason why the public handed a third party leverage in the Legislative Yuan, in an
attempt to help discipline the governing party.

The major government institutions responsible for guarding against corruption are the
Control Yuan and the Ministry of Justice. As members of the Control Yuan and the
Executive Yuan are appointed by the president and presumably from the same party, that
could easily defeat their supervisory purpose. Moreover, the president of the Control Yuan
— who is more of a symbolic leader — lacks a professional team of investigators and
prosecutors to carry out fact-finding tasks.
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The minister of justice is the nation’s top cop — the chief law enforcement officer.
However, one minister of justice in recent years resigned due to influence peddling.

The opposition’s move to expand their legislative power to tackle corruption might be well
intentioned. However, the rush to push new laws has yielded numerous problems; among
them, violation of the Constitution and checks and balances — the very foundation of
democracy. It cannot be overemphasized that the rule of law is more than just a law of
rules.

Last week’s Constitutional Court meeting to review controversial legislation has
demonstrated the court’s ability to seek truth and facts. The public can expect the court to
articulate persuasive reasons. It is a blessing to have such a bedrock to uphold the rule of
law and constitutional governance.

Moreover, the detention last week of one of the most prominent politicians in the green
camp shows the determination of the newly appointed minister of justice to pursue
corruption regardless of party affiliation. Once it is clear that the Ministry of Justice can
handle the truth, it would be a giant step forward for the rule of law and for shaping the
political arena.

After these recent political events, it is interesting to note that a survey of young voters
aged 20 to 24 showed a sharp increase — more than 25 percentage points — in support
for the president. While the youth group played a role in giving the opposition parties a
majority in the Legislative Yuan to check on the administration, they are smart and mature
enough to place democracy and the rule of law above party affiliation.

It is clear the future of democratic Taiwan is in the hands of young people. As former US
Supreme Court justice Felix Frankfurter said: “In a democracy, the highest office is the
office of citizen.”

James J. Y. Hsu is a retired professor of theoretical physics.
This article was originally published in Taipei Times Editorial:
https.//www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2024/07/19/2003820997
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You’re Invited to
Medicare Basics
Explained!
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BOARD GAME & MAH JONG

Everyone is
welcome! We have
games, such as
Catan, Uno, Azul,
etc. Feel free to
bring new games
too!
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Register by 10 /03! Event will be in English and
Mandarin. Games and light refreshments provided!
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You’re invited to Medicare Basics Explained.
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