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Xi-Putin alliance:
power beyond measure the greatest danger

James J.Y. Hsu ¥ it 4

The International Criminal Court has issued an arrest warrant for Russia President Vladimir
Putin. Yet, Chinese President Xi Jinping (% i7-T) traveled to Moscow to shake his hand. Xi
is not ashamed to befriend a war criminal. The ambition for power beyond measure for

him is far more important than justice and human rights. Power without checks and
balances spells the greatest danger for humankind.

This would be the equivalent of an alliance between Voldemort and Grindelwald in Harry
Potter author J.K. Rowling’s magical world.

In the name of a peace accord for Ukraine and Russia, the visit’s purpose was a power play
to counter the world’s united democratic block, and topple the leading role of the US.

Xi said to Putin at a farewell ceremony: “Change is coming that hasn’t happened in 100
years. And we are driving this change together.”

The new world order Xi is dreaming of does not respect universal values — human rights,
personal wealth, rule of law — and does not allow individual creativity and
accomplishment. It would be governed under the pretense of national superiority, police-
state security and absolute authority.

Change will come and must come, but not in the direction of imperialism, communism or
authoritarianism. The new world order will come when autocracy is defeated by
democracy, just like communism was defeated by capitalism in the 20th century.

Meanwhile, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida traveled to Kyiv to meet Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy.

Kishida’s visit clearly signaled the resolve to support Ukraine’s fight against Russia’s
aggression by the world’s democratic and free countries.

As the saying goes, power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely.

However, corruption is the lesser of the sins. Politics without principle can easily lead to
unlimited warfare, crimes against humanity, nuclear catastrophe and an apocalypse. The
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threat to use nuclear weapons has been and still is Putin’s trump card. It is irresponsible
and fully displays the cruelty of a mad dictator.

China’s economic support to Russia would prolong the war in Ukraine. Moreover, if China
supplied advanced weapons, Russia could rise from the ashes to withstand the ending of
the war in the foreseeable future.

Politics without principle is one of the seven social sins, as Mahatma Gandhi alluded to.
Furthermore, politics with the wrong ideology and unconstrained power is worse and
deadly.

Even though the arc of the moral universe is bending toward justice, there are people who
are trying to bend it backward.

US Senator Marco Rubio said in a recent speech: “Now you have a rich Chinese
Communist Party that has tightened its grip on the country... Three decades later, we find
ourselves once again in a rivalry with another great power, and this rivalry is far more
dangerous. Our rival is far more sophisticated than the Soviet Union ever was.”

Globalization and free-market policies of the past 30 years have failed to tame a wild
giant. It is time, as Rubio suggested, to reverse course.

A new iron curtain to isolate China from the global economy of free and democratic
countries is the urgent policy to undertake. It would bring China to its knees, like the
Soviet Union before.

This reminds Taiwanese of the wise advice from then-president Lee Teng-hui (% % *&) in

1996, when he said that Taiwan should adopt a “no rush, be patient” approach on
economic engagement with China.

The old adage “cheat me once shame on you; cheat me twice, shame on me” has become
self evident in the China policies of countries around the world. Until China becomes
democratic, there is no reason to let it make money.

James J.Y. Hsu is a retired professor of theoretical physics.

This article was originally published in Taipei Times Editorial: https://
www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2023/03/30/2003796975
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Carlsbad man uses family’s Taiwanese farming
techniques to grow exotic fruit

Megan Healy, Phoebe Aoe (Fox5 San Diego)

CARLSBAD, Calif. — Using a single Taiwanese wax @ . f-:
apple plant gifted to him 40 years ago, “Uncle [ )
Happy Farmer” transformed his San Diego-area
backyard into a flourishing exotic fruit farm.

Eighty-year-old Frank Lin and his wife Cheng-Mei §
grow more than 40 varieties of tropical fruits and & =
vegetables in their home garden, Green Lotus
Organic Farm in Carlsbad.

He and his wife both come from Taiwanese farm
families.

“We make a really great combination,” Frank

said. “l know how to grow vegetables; she knows
how to grow fruit trees.” X

Frank moved to the United States to study
engineering at Ohio State University. He then
moved to California to work as a civil engineer for the City of Carlsbad.

That’s where he planted his roots and started his organic farm in 1980.

“At that time, we didn’t have money to buy a house, so we found a piece of vacant lot.

After five o’clock, | helped my wife and on the weekends, Saturday and Sunday, | delivered
vegetables to the Chinese market, saving the money to pay the down payment,” he said.

In three years, they had enough money for a down payment on the one-acre lot. However,
it took a while to perfect the growing conditions for tropical delicacies like the Taiwanese
Wax Apple.

The maritime San Diego weather is much like Taiwan, but the soil is different.

“In the summer it’s not cold, in the winter it’s very cool and we get the ocean breeze. My
property is only 10 minutes away from the ocean,” he said. “So, | asked my brothers to
give me all the information in Taiwan about the soil type, the PH value and moisture and |
keep trying and improving after five years and boom!”
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Frank has watched his produce grow bigger and better than some of the farms back in his
home country.

He does get some help from his farm hand, Lucy the chicken.

“IThe chickens] poo under the tree so | don’t need to spray and apply all the chemical
fertilizer. Everything is organic,” Frank said.

Hundreds of people visit Green Lotus Organic Farm each year to get a taste of Taiwanese
culture and a crash course in farming.

“That’s why most people come here to visit — it’s the only garden where you can see all
this tropical fruit from their hometown, from the Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand,
Vietnam,” Frank said. “They eat all this fruit and remember when they were in Taiwan and
appreciate it and then they bring their kids here to learn how to grow these fruits and
vegetables.”

It might be Frank’s technique that draws in visitors like one couple touring the farm in
April.

“We tried but it wasn’t so successful so this year, we came back to ask them some more
questions,” said Jan Sheen, visiting from Seattle.

It’s the taste of home, however, that brings them back.

“Every time we stop by here, you recall what you used to have, your life in Taiwan,” said
Bob Sheen, visiting from Seattle.

Frank invites people to embrace his heritage and harvest for free.

“If | charge for a ticket, it’s nonsense because | want to spread Taiwanese culture for
everybody to share with them,” he said. “[The farm] produces so many fruits and | can
share with friends and neighbors, that’s my happiness. Their happiness will come to me
like a mirror.”

If you would like to visit, you can make an appointment here.

While the visit is free, you can purchase fruits and vegetables from the farm once the peak
of the harvest happens around June. Individual produce ranges from S2 to up to $30 a
piece.

https://fox5sandiego.com/asian-pacific-american-heritage-month/carlsbad-man-uses-familys-taiwanese-
farming-techniques-to-grow-exotic-fruit/
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Thank you very much for presenting our mother with the TAFSD Mother of the

Year award and providing the opportunity for us to honor her and share with the

members of the Taiwan Center about how special she is.

Our mother was overwhelmed with emotion when she read the nomination

letters written by her 3 children and 6 grandchildren. And, when we read her the

e-mail about how she received the award, she could not believe it since she said that

there are so many others who deserve to win.

We are very grateful to the Taiwanese American Foundation of San Diego for

the incredible friendships she has found here and for helping us, her children and

grandchildren, maintain a sense of community, culture, and connection with Taiwan.

Thank you all for your hard work building that community and sponsoring

wonderful programs.

With deepest gratitude,

The Chang, Lu and Treiber families
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Secretary-General
Friends of Taiwan Foundation
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